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1 Introduction

The introduction of forward guidance as an alternative policy tool honed by the Fed

amid the 2008 global financial crisis has stimulated much research on central bank com-

munication (Blinder et al., 2008). In the US, forward guidance takes the form of public

central bank communication made by the Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC),

which publishes statements and minutes after each policy meeting. Public communica-

tion thus informs intended interest rate changes of the Fed or asset purchase programs

during the zero-lower bound era (Gilchrist et al., 2015). Backed by the Fed’s credibility, it

steers public expectations of interest rates and anchors the market opinion on the current

and the future state of the economy (Hansen and McMahon, 2016; Jia and Wu, 2022).

Our motivation comes from the assumption that the Fed utilizes an approximate

Taylor-type decision rule (Taylor, 1993) to set the Federal funds target rate based on a

set of macroeconomic variables such as GDP and inflation rate (see e.g. Woodford, 2001

and Fernandez et al., 2008 for detailed discussions). Such a decision rule can be described

as

rt = f(Ωt−1) + εrt , (1)

where rt is the setting of a policy instrument of meeting t, Ωt−1 is the information prior

to meeting t and enters a linear policy function f , and εrt is a monetary policy shock

orthogonal to Ωt−1.
1 Under this interpretation, the market cannot fully track the decisions

of the Fed, despite that Ωt−1 is observed. This is because εrt collects various random

factors that affect policy decisions, including the views of the FOMC members that

are affected by their understanding of the state of the economy (Gorodnichenko et al.,

2023). In fact, a large literature attempts to measure and rationalize εrt whose magnitude

reflects macroeconomic uncertainty and the deliberation of the Fed (Stein, 2014; Hanson

and Stein, 2015; Jia and Wu, 2022). As policy shocks manifest in sizable market reactions

1This decision rule can emerge from an infinite-horizon optimal control problem where the mone-
tary authority maximizes the expected value of a quadratic criterion function subject to a set of linear
constraints of technology and private agents’ decision rules.
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(Gorodnichenko et al., 2023), it is important to assess how the Fed’s information, both

publicly communicated and private, which enters εrt in (1), affects its decision on rt.

To estimate policy shocks that are traditionally considered unobserved, Romer and

Romer (1989), Sims (1992) and Nakamura and Steinsson (2018) among many others,

have developed various statistical methods, such as structural VAR models and narrative

and high-frequency approaches. More recently, many have pointed out that εrt is at

least partially observable through FOMC’s public communication. For example, Romer

and Romer (2004) and Lucca and Trebbi (2009) construct sentiment indices from FOMC

statements to gauge the directional information on rt. Similarly, Gürkaynak et al. (2005)

and Hansen and McMahon (2016) devise information measures and show how FOMC

language shocks explain future policy paths.

We extend this literature that mostly focuses on public communications to the Fed’s

private discussions. Considering the different informational content they contain, we

term FOMC statements and minutes as public information, while FOMC transcripts are

private information. The former are published right after a policy meeting in a deliberate

and well-structured manner, whereas the latter are unstructured and only accessible

with a 5-year lag. While the conciseness of public information communicated via short

announcements implies an inevitable informational limit, the market cannot directly react

to Fed’s private information. Therefore, it is important to understand to what extent

policy instruments can serve as a medium for central bank private information. To this

end, we estimate the effect of the latter on the policy rule (1) and address a simple

question: Can private information from the Fed provide additional information on future

policy rate changes?

It is recognized that policy deliberation in FOMC meetings results in the Fed’s pub-

lic communication with “controlled” transparency and consistency (Acosta, 2015). On

the one hand, with the growing need to maintain market stability and share information

among various financial policy committees, the Fed aims to achieve communication trans-

parency to better signal its future policy paths (Reis, 2013; Gilchrist et al., 2015; Hansen
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et al., 2018). On the other hand, business cycle-induced economic uncertainty means

that central banks must remain somewhat ambiguous in their communication, so their

credibility is protected and they have the ammunition to shock the market when needed

(Stein, 2014; Blinder et al., 2017; Jia and Wu, 2022). While we do not answer if the

Fed lacks the ability to keep its public communication fully transparent or it deliberately

withholds some private information, we estimate to what extent the Fed under-informs

the public about its decisions.

Methodologically, we combine the text-as-data approach from Gentzkow et al. (2019)

and standard time series models to analyze the Fed’s transcripts, statements, and minutes

from 357 FOMC meetings between 1982 and 2016 collected from the Board of Governors

of the Federal Reserve System website.2 Existing literature that uses transcripts is still

scarce: Hansen et al. (2018) find behavioral changes of FOMC members before and after

the decision to release transcripts in 1993. Acosta (2015) shows that there is an infor-

mational discrepancy between statements and transcripts. Shapiro and Wilson (2022)

use transcripts to estimate the Fed’s implicit inflation target. Our paper differs from the

three in two main aspects. First, we adopt a time series approach where the effect of

private information is estimated conditional on observed economic indicators and pub-

lic information. Second, we run an extensive forecasting exercise to show that private

information lifts the informational limit of public information. Our results imply that in-

corporating more information in the Fed’s public communication can improve the market

understanding of its future policy stances, making alternative unconventional tools such

as forward guidance more effective.

2 Text as data

The Fed develops and implements monetary policy, using the federal funds target rate

as the primary instrument. Members of the FOMC, including Presidents of regional Fed

2Statements are available from 1998, prior to which we only consider minutes as public communication.
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branches and members of the Board of Governors, meet on average 8 times a year to

decide on the target rate upon reviewing the present and forecast economic conditions.

Each transcript consists of speeches given by the committee members. We use all 96, 000

speeches chronologically from all meetings in our analysis. In the online appendix, we

provide some summary statistics of the speech-level data before and after the introduction

of forward guidance in 1994.

Since transcripts are generated from either recordings or verbatim meeting transcripts,

they contain a huge amount of textual information as well as noise. We automate the

cleaning of the textual data following steps of other computational linguistic studies, such

as Hansen et al. (2018) and Gentzkow et al. (2019). This procedure includes conversion

to lower case, removal of punctuation marks and other symbols, trimming excess white

space, and removing all common stop words. Common surnames (and some specific

surnames of FOMC members) are also removed using the list of the 2000 most common

surnames in the US Census. We apply a Porter stemming algorithm (Hornik, 2007) to

reduce inflections and retain the root of each word. After cleaning, we obtain a filtered

version of the raw speech data. Statements and minutes are cleaned in the same way.

But, as they are well structured, the effort is minor. Once all documents are cleaned, we

proceed to transform them into regression-ready quantities.

To enable econometric analysis on texts, we build the Document Term Matrix (DTM).

Elements in the matrix show whether key bigrams, defined as pairs of consecutive written

units (a word after cleaning may only contain its root as a basic written unit), are used

at a given speech.

First, bigrams are generated by grouping together all pairs of written units. This gives

us 3.4 million bigrams, of which more than 1 million are unique and appear at least ten

times. Second, we identify a manageable set of relevant and informative bigrams by using

widely applied log odds ratio δi = log(pi + 1) − log(qi + 1), where pi (qi) is the number

of times bigram i being used in documents of a meeting that lead to positive (negative)

rate changes. So δi > 0 (δi < 0) indicates that bigram i is more likely associated with a
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rate increase (decrease). This step leads to around 2400 bigrams with large |δi|, where

large |δi| is defined as being greater than 2.407 or in the top 4% of bigrams. We also

try monograms and trigrams, and use the frequency-inverse document of Gentzkow et al.

(2019) to determine informative written units. The results show little difference from

those presented in this paper and are thus omitted for clarity.

Finally, we define the DTM X with typical binary elements Xti,j, which equals 1 if

bigram j is used in the i-th speech in meeting t and zero if otherwise. Let K and N denote

the numbers of columns and rows of X, respectively. We have K = 2, 438 bigrams and

N = 96, 872 speeches from transcripts that are arranged chronologically in our analysis.

X can be partitioned into T = 374 sections, each corresponding to a meeting. Let nt

denote the number of speeches in meeting t, which is also the number of rows in the t-th

partitioned section of X. We have
∑T

t=1 nt = N .

3 Econometric method

We consider three classes of models – Taylor-type regression models, text-based models,

and the combination of the two, which we term text-augmented Taylor models. In a

nutshell, we conduct a series of forecasting exercises following the decision rule in (1) for

the three classes of models. All models are simple linear time series models and specified

with autoregressive distributed lag (ARDL) dynamics which is a linear regression with

lagged dependent and explanatory variables. The ARDL model estimates the textual

effect on the target rate conditional on the history of interest rates and other macroeco-

nomic variables and thus enables us to explore the incremental informational content in

the public and the private information of the Fed.

3.1 The time series model

In all models, the dependent variable is the first difference in target rates. There are two

reasons for differencing: 1) FOMC meetings decide on changes in target rates instead of
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the level, and 2) a series of ADF and KPSS tests (Keblowski and Welfe, 2004) strongly

suggest the presence of a unit root, and differencing ensures stationarity. We also differ-

ence the levels or the logarithms of non-stationary macroeconomic variables used in the

Taylor models. We consider a multi-step prediction exercise, although they deviate from

the standard decision rule (1). As introduced previously, central bank communication,

such as the forward guidance, aims to anchor market opinions on future interest rates,

and thus is expected to have multi-step predictive power even when economic variables

are not informative.

We propose the following meeting-level h-period ahead predictive regression model

∆rt = c+ ρ∆rt−h + γ′zt−h + χt−hβ + εt, (2)

for a positive integer h and t = 1, ..., T , where ∆rt is the policy decision made in meeting

t. zt−h is a vector of stationary economic variables available to the meeting t−h+ 1. For

example, if h = 1, zt−1 contains economic variables available to the meeting t; this is the

decision rule in (1). Of our interest is χt−h, a row vector that scores bigrams in meeting

t− h. Lastly, εt is an independent and identically distributed error term.

χt aggregates textual information in central bank information from the rows in the

DTM X that correspond to all speeches in meeting t. Each element in this vector can

be interpreted as the importance or weight of a bigram used in that meeting. Define

xti = (Xti,1, ..., Xti,K) which is ti-th row of the DTM X and collects dummy variables for

bigrams in the i-th speech made in meeting t. Let ωti denote the length of speech i in

meeting t, measured by the number of words in that speech. We define χt by

χt =
nt∑
i=1

ω∗tixti, where ω∗ti =
(1 + i/nt)ωti∑nt

i=1(1 + i/nt)ωti
. (3)

The construction of the normalized weight ω∗ti is based on two rationales: 1) The longer

a speech is (i.e. ωti is larger), the more influential it is; and 2) the closer to the end of

a meeting a speech is (i.e. i is close to nt), the more likely it is to determine the policy
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outcome.

The length effect captured by ωti is intuitive. It reflects that a stronger policy signal in

the deliberation of a FOMC member tends to strengthen the equilibrium deliberation ef-

fort of other members; this resembles the discipline effect in agency theory as documented

by Hansen et al. (2018). The simple linear trend in the weighting function controls for the

timing effect. In particular, earlier speeches might bring information distortion and lead

to antiherding among committee members and exaggeration in their deliberation (Meade

and Stasavage, 2008), whereas later speeches (especially those at the end of the meet-

ing) promote herding and conformity, and eventually lead to a policy decision (Hansen

et al., 2018; Fehrler and Hughes, 2018). This means that later speeches are “deal closers”

that conclude a meeting and thus receive larger weights, while earlier speeches are “ice

breakers” that stimulate discussions and open a meeting.3

Model (2) boils down to a Taylor-type decision rule if β = 0 and zt−h contains inflation

expectation, output growth (or gap), and inflation rate (or deviation from its target); see

e.g. Woodford (2001), Siklos and Wohar (2005) and Rühl (2015). The estimated β in the

model tells us if there is an information advantage in texts in addition to the economic

variables. Reversely, should we impose γ = 0, we have a purely text-based model with

the policy innovation ∆rt − c− ρ∆rt−h fully decomposed into textual information. How

economic information and central bank communication complement each other in deter-

mining policy rates is of our interest. We provide some additional remarks on empirical

strategy in online appendix.

3This is in line with Alan Greenspan’s view when addressing the House Banking Committee:

... The prevailing views of many [FOMC meeting] participants change as evidence and insights
emerge. This process has proven to be a very effective procedure for gaining a consensus...
(Greenspan, 1993, as reported in Meade and Stasavage, 2008 and Hansen et al., 2018)

Greenspan’s comments summarize the consensus decision-making process at FOMC meetings, where it
takes time for divergent opinions to eventually converge to a policy outcome.
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3.2 Dimensionality reduction

Even the simple ARDL(1,1) model (2) is prohibitively high-dimensional, meaning that

the number of bigrams in X far exceeds the number of observations T . To achieve

dimension reduction, we opt for a variant of the least absolute shrinkage and selection

operator (LASSO): double-selection, or DS-LASSO of Belloni et al. (2014).

Compared to the standard LASSO, DS-LASSO achieves correct model selection (i.e.

selection of influential bigrams) in the presence of potential omitted variables. We find it

attractive because the monetary policy shock εrt in (1) likely contains determining factors

not captured in the regression (2). Furthermore, LASSO pulls elements in β uniformly

towards zero, introducing bias and uncertainty. In contrast, the DS-LASSO gets rid

of bigrams with a close-to-zero effect on future interest rate moves without mistakenly

pulling other coefficients towards zero. This feature allows us to correctly select the most

informative bigrams in central bank communications.

It is worth noting that LASSO estimators are linear and involve simple convex opti-

mizations. Other variable selection procedures such as regression tree, neural network,

subset selection, and random forest can also replace (2), as shown in Chernozhukov et al.

(2018) who refer to this general procedure double-selection machine learning. We stick

to DS-LASSO, because the Taylor-type policy function (1) is linear, and the identified

effects are more interpretable.

Lastly, LASSO approaches have a tuning parameter that controls the degree of shrink-

age and is usually determined by cross-validation. We adopt the method of stratified

cross-validation of Li and Chen (2014) that takes into account the time series feature

of our dataset by randomly splitting the sample into chronologically ordered subsam-

ples. The optimal tuning parameter is then fixed throughout our forecasting exercise

introduced in the next section.
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3.3 Predictive analytics

To investigate whether central bank public and private information provides more ex-

planatory power on future policy trajectory than a Taylor-type principle, we compare

models with and without textual information using the Diebold-Mariano (DM) test for

equal predictive accuracy (Diebold and Mariano, 2002; Giacomini and White, 2006).

The DM test statistically quantifies the distance between functionals of out-of-sample

forecast errors of two competing models. We follow the convention and use the differ-

ence between squared forecast errors. Diebold and Mariano (2002) gives the asymptotic

distribution for the average error differential that serves as the base for the test, and

Giacomini and White (2006) derives the test statistic under nonnested models. The DM

test statistic is a z-score of error differentials constructed from a series of out-of-sample

forecast errors obtained by rolling-window estimations. Suppose that the window size

is τ . In the first window, we estimate the model using data from t = 1 to t = τ and

make a prediction of ∆τ+h. In the last window, the model is estimated using data from

t = T − h − τ + 1 to t = T − h and fitted to generate a forecast of ∆rT . This gives us

T − h− τ + 1 forecast errors for each model under consideration, which are then used to

perform the test. Rejecting the null of equal predictive accuracy, we compare the root

mean squared errors, defined as the square root of the sample average of squared forecast

errors, of a model with textual information and one without to see if the text-augmented

model is superior in prediction.

Bernanke (2015) clarified that Taylor’s mechanistic approach could never replace the

extensive deliberations of the FOMC. Thus, rolling-window estimation also allows for β

in (2) to change over time. Hansen et al. (2018) documents significant behavioral changes

in FOMC members in their deliberations before and after the release of transcripts in

October 1993. As our sample covers this particular period, rolling windows can capture

how this change affects the predictive power of bigrams. In essence, our procedure is

similar to Favero (2006), Fernandez et al. (2008), and Greenwood-Nimmo and Shin (2012),

who employ rolling windows to examine how the reaction functions of central banks
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evolve over time. But we run a predictive exercise with central bank public and private

information at a meeting-level frequency.

In a predictive framework, Inoue et al. (2017) has derived the optimal window size that

asymptotically minimizes the sum of squared forecast errors. Throughout the empirical

study, we follow their advice and set the window size to contain 100 meetings (equivalent

to 12.5 years on average), but we also perform robustness checks using eight years as in

Fernandez et al. (2008) and 20 years as in Greenwood-Nimmo and Shin (2012) and reach

largely the same conclusions.

4 Empirical results

This section focuses on forecasting exercises that shed light on the marginal effect of meet-

ing deliberations. It tells us how the Fed trades off between communication transparency,

brevity in its forward guidance and intentional vagueness for credibility. Specifically, we

explore i) whether or not private central bank information contains textual information

on policy rate movements, conditional on public communications and observed economic

variables; and ii) how stable is their information advantage over the sample period during

which various reforms and events took place.

4.1 Model specifications

We consider three classes of predictive regression models, including 2 Taylor models, 2

text models, and 6 hybrid models. To differentiate model specifications, we use a set of

combined abbreviations: “T”, “AT”, “Pr”, and “Pu”.

“T” denotes our benchmark Taylor-type forecasting rule where the dependent variable

is the change in the federal fund target rate made in meeting t, or ∆rt, while independent

variables include ∆rt−h and zt−h as in (2), with the latter containing changes in inflation

and real GDP realized h meetings before.

“AT” stands for an augmented Taylor-type forecasting rule. In such a specification,
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zt−h also includes other economic variables that are found to be explanatory about the

Fed’s reaction function. Specifically, it includes the inflation expectation of consumers

surveyed by the University of Michigan and that of professional forecasters surveyed by

the Fed. These variables reflect how the Fed understands and acts on the forward-looking

behavior of economic agents Bernanke (2004); Fernandez et al. (2008). Additionally, it

includes a sentiment index derived from FOMC statements, following Romer and Romer

(2004) and Lucca and Trebbi (2009). Although this index is constructed from central

bank public communications, it is a single quantity that provides compressed directional

information on ∆rt. Thus we do not consider it to be a text-based model. Lastly,

“AT” features seven principal components constructed from the FRED-MD dataset of

128 monthly macroeconomic variables (McCracken and Ng, 2016). These components

are in line with the coincidental factors of Stock and Watson (2002) and span the infor-

mation set available to the Fed during each FOMC meeting. To mitigate overfitting and

reduce forecasting bias brought by correlated predictors, we further shrink the regression

coefficients of added economic variables via a ridge-type penalty term. We do not use

LASSO to nullify their effects because when the Fed gauges the state of the economy,

these variables are inside its information set in spite of possibly small effects.

Both text and hybrid models have “Pr” and “Pu” that stand for central bank private

and public information, respectively. The former is taken from the DTM of FOMC meet-

ing transcripts, whereas the latter comes from minutes and statements. Our research

question hinges on the incremental information advantage of privation information, con-

ditional on economic variables and public information. For example, we can compare an

augmented Taylor model with public information, i.e. ATPu, with one with both private

and public information, i.e. ATPrPu to see if the Fed under-informs the public about its

policy rate change. Or, we can compare ATPr with AT to see if extra economic variables

dilute the information contained in private information.
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Figure 1: The most informative bigrams that predict positive (left) and negative (right)
rate changes. The bigrams are identified by DS-LASSO in the ATPrPu model using the whole sample

period. Bigram influence is measured by the coefficient estimate in an absolute value weighted by its

normalized R-squared contribution.

4.2 Informative bigrams in explaining policy rate changes

It is of interest to run the most flexible ATPrPu model for the whole sample period and

see what the influential bigrams are. Should public information be succinct enough, there

should be no textual information extracted by the DS-LASSO predictive regression. In

other words, if public information fully summarizes future policy directions and magni-

tudes, conditional on the large information set used in the augmented Taylor rule, private

information should only contain noise.

For this exercise, we consider h = 1, 2, 3 and 4 step-ahead forecasts of policy rate

change ∆rt following Equation (2), and average over the coefficient estimate β across the

four regressions. In addition, we separate regressions for rate increases and rate decreases.

Figure 1 shows the word cloud of the most informative bigrams. Font with a larger size

indicates a larger average coefficient in absolute value and thus is more influential.

It comes with no surprise that both positive and negative rate changes are associated

with bigrams related to the real economy and inflation, broadly in line with Taylor

(1993)’s original view. For example, “shown exhibit” and “continu weak” may signal

the state of the economy and are associated with positive and negative rate changes,
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respectively. Also, “infla come” and “lower fund” may imply how inflation status affects

FOMC’s decision. The financial market, as captured by “primari credit”, “secur lend”,

and “concern financi”, tends to affect decisions with negative changes.

For robustness, we also apply the adaptive LASSO Zou (2006) method with strat-

ified cross-validation for time series data. The set of selected bigrams is nearly iden-

tical. It is reassuring to see that both LASSO methods pick similar bigrams, as both

enjoy the oracle property that asymptotically, influential bigrams are correctly selected.

Unlike most LASSO methods that do not allow for statistical inference, the employed

DS-LASSO allows for both asymptotic and finite-sample inference, enabling us to com-

pute in-sample statistics. For h = 1 (h=4), around 1/3 (1/5) of the selected bigrams

are statistically significant at 10% level in the ATPrPu model, highlighting the marginal

gain from textual information in the augmented Taylor rule. Furthermore, for h = 1,

the adjusted R-squared ranking T<AT≈ATPu<ATPrPu makes it clear that additional

economic variables improve upon the simple Taylor rule, with additional public informa-

tion unable to further the in-sample fit. Yet, once the model is augmented with textual

information extracted from FOMC transcripts, a significantly higher adjusted R-squared

is observed. This finding lends evidence on the incremental information that is contained

in the private discussions affecting FOMC’s decisions, but is largely absent in the Fed’s

public communications.

4.3 Forecasting with private and public information

Due to the persistence of economic variables, past macroeconomic conditions are ex-

pected to be informative about the near-future policy trajectory. This implies that a

multi-step-ahead Taylor-type principle is in place.4 Furthermore, public communica-

tions, particularly forward guidance, are meant to anchor future market expectations on

policy targets and thus should provide multi-step-ahead predictive power. To see how

4This can be derived in a model where the monetary authority follows a log-linear Taylor rule with
interest rate smoothing.
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textual information, emerging from both public and private information, augments the

information set used in Taylor-type decision rules, we conduct a multi-step forecasting

exercise following the statistical procedure introduced in Section 3.3.

Since the 2008 financial crisis, the US economy has entered a decade-long ultra-loose

monetary policy regime. To see if central bank communications are robust in the “zero

lower bound” era, we also consider predictive regressions that replace the federal funds

target rate (FFTR) with the Wu-Xia shadow federal funds rate (SR) Wu and Xia (2016).

The latter is implied by movements in the yield curve caused by non-conventional mone-

tary policies such as asset purchase programs. Therefore, it proxies what the short-term

interest rate would be, should it be allowed to go below zero.

From Table 1 that summarizes the RMSE obtained by the proposed rolling-window

procedure for different forecast horizons, ATPr and ATPrPu stand out among all model

specifications. This indicates that policy trajectories are determined by central bank

information and a broad set of economic variables. In particular, when we look at both

T and AT models, it is clear that private information brings predictive power that is

captured neither by public information nor by economic variables. The only exception is

the SR predictive regression for h = 3. Overall, for both FFTR and SR, predictive power

extracted from private information improves forecasting performance more than public

information.

Furthermore, the addition of a richer set of economic variables does not overshadow

the incremental effect of private information: ATPr clearly wins over AT and ATPu. It

is interesting to see that even though AT models outperform T models due to a larger

information set, a result consistent with Stock and Watson (2002), private information

still brings useful information to our predictive regressions.

Figure 2 shows the DM test results for all pairs of competing models for one-step-

ahead forecast change in FFTR and SR. Two main observations are made: (i) the Fed

under-informs the market on its policy trajectory; (i) public communications do not

statistically improve upon a larger set of macroeconomic variables. For h > 1, these
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Table 1: RMSE of Taylor and text models

T TPu TPr TPrPu AT ATPu ATPr ATPrPu Pr Pu

One-step ahead forecast, h = 1
31.2 30.8 28.7 29.0 28.5 29.2 28.1 28.1 33.7 36.3
30.6 29.3 28.2 27.9 28.0 27.8 27.4 27.2 34.5 34.0

Two-step ahead forecast, h = 2
30.7 31.6 29.3 29.6 29.0 28.8 28.3 28.2 32.4 33.5
31.0 31.3 29.4 29.6 28.7 28.4 28.1 28.3 33.2 32.8

Three-step ahead forecast, h = 3
31.6 31.4 30.8 30.6 29.8 30.0 28.7 28.9 35.2 31.0
32.7 32.5 33.1 31.7 30.8 31.8 31.2 32.0 33.3 32.8

Four-step ahead forecast, h = 4
32.5 31.8 31.2 31.0 30.2 29.7 29.2 29.6 31.4 29.9
33.7 33.4 32.5 32.7 31.1 30.8 29.3 30.2 34.5 33.0

Each panel in the table corresponds to a forecast horizon h = 1, 2, 3 or 4. The upper (lower) row in each
panel indicates the RMSE of a predictive regression with the federal funds target rate (shadow rate) as the
dependent variable. “T”, “AT”, “Pr”, and “Pu” indicate Taylor, augmented Taylor, private, and public
information, respectively. See Section 4.1 for model specifications.

observations remain and thus are omitted for clarity.

For both FFTR and SR, the TPr model outperforms the T model at a 5% level, im-

plying a significant predictive improvement introduced by textual information in FOMC

meeting transcripts over conventional Taylor variables. With a richer set of economic

variables, the ATPr model outperforms the AT model at a 10% level for the FFTR. This

means that private information tends to contain more information than economic observ-

ables. The observation that the Fed under-informs the market is in agreement with two

interpretations in the literature.

First, the way in which the Fed conveys or uses information on the state of the

economy may differ from the Taylor principle. As the market usually assumes that the

policy rate moves according to a Neo-Fisherian model as in (1), this discrepancy creates

an information effect (Nakamura and Steinsson, 2018). Our text-as-data approach thus

shows that it is possible to design information measures that predict future policy paths

as in Gürkaynak et al. (2005) and Hansen and McMahon (2016). One additional insight
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Figure 2: Test for equal predictive accuracy. Pairwise DM test results are shown, using the

difference between squared forecast errors from two competing models as the loss differential. Black and

grey indicate rejection of the null of equal predictive accuracy at the 5% and 10% levels, respectively.

White indicates a failure to reject the null.

from our result is that the information effect is predominantly found when analyzing

private rather than public information. Although the TPu model outperforms the T

model, ATPu does not outperform AT. Therefore, public information does not provide

an information advantage over augmented economic variables. Our result confirms Acosta

(2015) that documents the difference between private and public information, but in a

predictive regression framework. Second, as it is not possible to obtain meeting transcripts

in real-time, the information advantage of private information means that the Fed only

hints at “most likely” future policy movements in its public communications, leaving

room for adjustments (Stein, 2014; Blinder et al., 2017). Our result lends evidence to

support this intentional uncertainty that effective preserves the Fed’s credibility and

accountability (Jia and Wu, 2022).

Lastly, pure text models perform poorly, as shown in Table 1, statistically dominated

by all other models as shown in Figure 2. Econometrically, this is due to the bias caused

by the lack of economic variables used in the linear regression model. This means that

the Fed’s decision rule still follows a Taylor-type principle, albeit not fully.
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4.4 Effect of private information over time

The previous section investigates the average forecasting performance of models across

the whole T−h−τ+1 testing period introduced in Section 3.3. It is of interest to explore

whether, uniformly or episodically, the information advantage from private information

improves upon Taylor-type models.

Figure 3 shows the one-step ahead cumulative squared forecast errors of all models

relative to the total squared forecast errors of the T model. Results for h > 1 are

comparable and available upon request. A less than 1 end point indicates the model

outperforms the Taylor model in an RMSE sense. The increase of squared errors from

all plots exhibits three jumps, indicating major monetary policy shocks that took place.

The jump prior to 1995 is likely associated with the Fed’s decision to release meeting

transcripts that fundamentally changed meeting deliberations among FOMC members

(Hansen et al., 2018). The other two jumps are apparently related to economic conditions:

the 2001 recession and the 2008 financial crisis.

For FFTR, models with private information are observed to robustly outperform mod-

els without, while public information only marginally improves upon the Taylor model

from the 2000s. Consistent with our previous findings, augmented with a larger set of

economic variables, public information does not seem to generate any information ad-

vantage, as seen by the nearly indistinguishable curves of the AT and ATPu models.

Private information, on the other hand, still improves upon AT models uniformly. Thus,

in terms of short-term interest rates, the Fed tends to under-inform the market in its

public communications in a constant manner, not specific to any certain point in time.

The story changes when we turn to SR, which facilitates the zero lower bound and

starts to differ from FFTR since the early 2000s. Notice the cumulative squared errors

for FFTR level off for all models after 2008. Around that time, policy rates, and thus

the dependent variable in rolling-window regressions, are basically zero with little to no

variations, leading to near-zero coefficients and forecast errors. This is not the case for

SR. The Fed resorted to non-conventional monetary policy with the implied short-term
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Figure 3: Cumulative squared forecast errors. Forecast errors are computed for each rolling

window under all model specifications. Reported is the cumulative squared forecast errors of a model

relative to the sum of total squared forecast errors generated by the Taylor model for h = 1.

interest rate, or SR, showing large variations due to the uncertain economic conditions

at that time. Among T models, private information does not significantly improve upon

prediction until the 2000s. As SR is imputed from yield curve movements, this finding

lends evidence to Nakamura and Steinsson (2018) who document that central bank in-

formation effect becomes effective rather recently. Interestingly, the additional economic

variables seem to help reduce forecast errors prior to the 2008 financial crisis, as seen

by the converging squared errors curve between the AT and ATPr models or between

the ATPu and ATPrPu models. This may suggest that the final policy decision during

that period closely followed a Neo-Fisherian, or augmented Taylor-type, policy rule as in

(1), while FOMC members might have expressed some concerns over the prolonged lax

lending standards that led to the 2008 housing bubble and financial stress.

Next, we statistically assess whether private information has an information advantage

over economic variables and public information used by the market to gauge future policy
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Figure 4: Fluctuation test for model pairs with and without private communications.
Stability of one- and four-step-ahead forecasting performance of models with textual information from

private communications relative to those without. The constant dashed line indicates the 5% critical

value reported by Rossi and Sekhposyan (2016).

trajectory. Considering structural breaks and instabilities due to the 2001 and 2008

recessions, we use the fluctuation rationality test of Rossi and Sekhposyan (2016) that is

robust to a wide range of model assumptions and forms of structural instability. Following

Equation (33) in their paper, test statistics are constructed over time for the later sample

period.5 The results are given in Figure 4.

For both FFTR and SR, we see periods of information advantage. In the former case,

the information advantage in private information is predominantly present prior to 2010,

especially at the beginning of the 2000s, and when the model is not augmented with

additional economic variables. After 2010, the zero lower bound causes the information

advantage to diminish, similar to our findings in Figure 3. In the latter case, the peak of

information advantage is observed after the 2001 recession when SR started to differ from

FFTR. It is worth noting that after entering the zero lower bound era, the information

advantage of private information quickly diminishes for models without the larger set of

economic variables, whereas AT models with private information produce a significant

information advantage over AT models without it. When comparing the two bottom plots

in Figure 3, it becomes clear that while meeting deliberations convey non-conventional

5Test statistics are based on sections of forecasting errors, which are themselves obtained from rolling
window regressions. Cut-off points are optimally chosen according to Rossi and Sekhposyan (2016), and
this leaves us with a time series of test statistics after 1999.
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monetary conducts such as asset purchase programs, private information alone tends

to generate inefficient forecasts. In other words, during economic downturns, the Fed

utilizes a larger information set when setting its (non-conventional) policy target, and

the information advantage is only observed conditional on it. This has implications for

the transparency of central banks’ communication during economic downturns, when

meeting deliberations can show more divergent opinions.

Lastly, we find that the meeting discussions do effectively inform future policy trajec-

tories, but the Fed fails to fully communicate them to the public. This can be seen from

similar evaluations of the fluctuation test statistics for h = 1 and h = 4, suggesting that

the information advantage of private information extends to no less than 4 meetings.

5 Discussion

This paper compares the predictive power of private transcripts and public minutes and

statements with respect to actual decisions on the targeted interest rate changes. The

analysis indicates that the textual information contained in transcripts is a more pow-

erful instrument for explaining future targeted interest rates. Currently, transcripts are

released with a substantial five-year time delay to facilitate efficient information flow

and opinion exchange among the board members, whose behavior is affected by various

factors, such as career concerns (Hansen et al., 2018). However, the presented analy-

sis suggests that it is potentially beneficial for the Fed to achieve greater transparency

and more effective forward guiding, by either incorporating more information from pri-

vate discussions into publicly available meeting minutes and statements or releasing the

transcripts without the time lag. We hope that reported results would spark interest in

attempts to increase communication efficiency and transparency as there is clearly room

for them.
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